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National Protests Before the Trip

This work trip went very well. This time, I traveled with Erin Danford. Erin is KBR 's Vice 
President. She was in Haiti for one week, and I was in Haiti for two weeks.

A few weeks before we got to Haiti, there was an intense national protest. The Haitians were 
not happy because the government had increased the gas prices too high and too fast. 
Apparently, the International Monetary Fund offered increased aid funding to Haiti, but 
required that the country no longer subsidize gas prices to claim the funding. Therefore, 
raising the price of fuel was intended to benefit the country in the long run, but only created 
problems when the policy first went into effect.

At first we were not sure if it was going to be possible to go on our work trip due to the 
national protest. We were following the news very closely. The US embassy was closed, the 
US government had issued a travel ban on flights in Haiti, and there were roadblocks on all 
the Haitian roads. Protesters burned down many places in Port-au-Prince. It was very 
concerning that at some point we thought it was not going to be possible to go to Haiti.

Eventually, we arrived in Haiti, and everything went as planned (thanks to the Midwives for 
Haiti staff). We had a very nice and safe ride from Port-au-Prince to Hinche. 

The First Bale of Plastic

On this trip, we finally put our compactor to work. Yeeey!!! It was a big step after going 
through so much trouble to ship and install the baler and generator. As expected, we are able 
to put so much plastic in one compacted bale of plastic and yet use such a small amount of 
space. Depend on how well the bale is compacted, it can weigh as much as 150 pounds. Now 



we are working intensely on learning how to measure progress. More logistics is involved. 
Please consider signing up as volunteer if you have any skills in that area. 
(www.kayblada.com/volunteer)

So Much Footage for the Documentary 

Erin's main presence in Haiti was to gather as much footage as possible to use for a 
documentary that will be used to educate the Haitian public about the value of the work that 
the collectors are doing for the country. Also, to educate Kay Blada's donors about the work 
that KBR does in Haiti, and the challenges that the people who are doing the work face. The 

documentary is coming out soon, so stay tuned! We are hoping to host a screening event in 
Chapel Hill this December. It will be like an end-of-year party for our donors and supporters in 
the United States. While in Haiti, we were able to interview our street collectors, local 
residents of Hinche, some NGOs that work in Haiti, and one local politician. We were also able 
to speak with 4Ocean, one of the companies that Kay Blada sells plastic to.

Meeting with School Teachers 

The school teachers’ meeting allow us to present the teachers with some new education 
material and also celebrate the last year's success! Since this program requires a large portion 
of our resources, we are looking for support in the form of a grant that can fund this super 
important program. Therefore, we talked about ways to measure our progress and impact. To 
start, we are going to keep track of some basic information, such as:  

• How many kids are benefitting from this program? 
• How much recyclable material have we been able to collect from the schools? 
• How has the city’s appearance improved since the program started? 

http://www.kayblada.com/volunteer


• How does the program change the kids’ behaviour in regards to the environment? 

Land Hunting in Hinche 

One of the priorities for this trip was to search for land in the area of Hinche as we have so 
little time left on our current lease. It is becoming more clear that the land where we are 
hoping to relocate KBR’s facility is quite expensive.  We’re looking for a place that is not too 
far from the main town and will provide enough space for our operations (at least one acre). 
Unfortunately, it seems that the lots we have found so far are more expensive then we had 
expected. We will keep looking until we find something that will work for us and that is in our 
budget. We are hoping to find it within 6-8 months. Please keep us in your prayers while 
looking out for the fundraising campaign that will be launched for raising money to purchase 
a plot of land which will allow Kay Blada Recycling to upgrade its operations and establish a 
permanent location for collectors. 
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